Communism Kills

Communism is the vision of an egalitarian society with common ownership of property. Karl Marx, the father of communism, stated that the
prevailing capitalist environment is responsible for class struggle and inequality among people. He believed that people are determined by their
economic environments and in order to achieve the communist utopia, that environment has to be changed. For this change to occur, the
working class (proletariat) must overthrow the existing regime, dismantle all capitalist institutions, and eliminate the possibility of a
counterrevolution by the merchant class (bourgeoisie). Then, as a necessary pre-stage to communism, a socialist authoritarian government must
be established to take complete control over the means of production—natural resources, infrastructure, tools, financial capital, and labor. Once
people are thoroughly conditioned by this new structure they will morph into a “higher” man. Soon, government will wither away and in its
place will emerge the stateless, egalitarian society that communists envisage. This may sound good in theory to some, but the communist
experiments of the 20th century resulted in economic depravation and murder on a massive scale.

Why we oppose communism:

Communism Kkills. Marx knew that winning the revolution would not be enough. He penned that “so long as other classes continue to exist, the
capitalist class in particular, the proletariat fights it . . . it must still use a measure of force, hence governmental measures.” So much for
socialist apologists who claim that the mass murder committed under communist rule during the 20th century is the result of an aberration of
Marxist theory. Lenin purged his ideological rivals, the Mensheviks and the Social Revolutionaries. Stalin, Pol Pot, Che Guevara, Castro, and
Mao all eliminated whoever they suspected of opposing the regime, whether by deporting them to slave labor camps, subjecting them to sham
trials in which the forgone conclusion was a “guilty” verdict and execution, or just plain murder. In all, even according to conservative
estimates, communist regimes have killed at least 150 million people. Not too peaceful...

Communism prohibits private property. As Marx saw it, private property is the primary cause of man’s alienation from his social nature and
a limitation on his freedom: "The right of property is therefore, the right to enjoy one's fortunes and dispose of it as he will; without regard for
other men and independently of society... It leads every man to see in other men, not the realization, but rather the limitation of his own
liberty." Marx agreed that private property is the basis of the capitalist system, creating enormous wealth and economic progress; but he
claimed that such wealth and progress is limited to a small class of rich merchants at the expense of a large class of poor workers. According to
Marx then, private property leads to a constant class struggle, which can only be ended by a violent revolution of the workers casting off the
exploitation of the merchants. But, as classical liberals such as Adam Smith and John Locke argued, private property is essential to securing
man’s natural rights to life and liberty. Think about it: The right to life is the right to live, and to live in the way you choose; the right to liberty
is the right to pursue what you need to survive and live a good life, as long as it does not entail violating the rights of someone else to do the
same. However, if the needs of others are the determinant of how much food, shelter, or clothing you are allowed to have or of the profession
you pursue—then, ultimately, your life depends on whoever can claim to have a greater need than you. That’s not freedom; that’s slavery.

Communism is full of contradictions.

e Communists claimed that their philosophy would outdo capitalism economically because it promotes the good of all rather than the
narrow self-interest of a few greedy capitalists. Yet, if being self-interested means that one acts according to a set of values that one
holds and wants to realize, then communism itself could not be implemented without self-interest. Capitalist economies far surpassed
communist ones in wealth, evident by the fact that the least-well-off in the former have a greater standard of living than all but the top
echelon of government officials in the latter. To achieve the economic growth necessary to alleviate poverty, productivity and
innovation are key, both of which depend on the proper incentives. Under capitalism people pursue get to keep and dispose of what
they have produced, which gives them an incentive to produce and innovate more. This is absent under communism.

e Communist leaders hailed their societies as beacons for a more just, abundant society. Yet, one only needs to look at how people voted
with their feet to know that was not true; many were willing risked death to escape the devastatingly brutal conditions of communist
countries to obtain a better life in capitalist countries. Moreover, in areas once seen as “breadbaskets” of the world, communism (and
the disallowance of private property) brought mass famine, as was seen in Russia in the early 1920s and in China in the late 1950s.

e Communists denounced capitalist countries as being imperialist and warmongering. Yet, Lenin and Stalin, both disciples of Marx,
wanted to expand the Soviet Union as far west as possible, bringing those in Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria,
Yugoslavia, Albania, Poland and East Germany under its control.

e Communists stated that their philosophy is ethically superior to classical liberalism and capitalism because it seeks to abolish
inequality. Under communism, they claim, everybody is equally provided for but in reality only those in power (bureaucrats and party
honchos) win while everybody else loses. The only level of equality reached by the common man is in the shared level of misery.
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